
PUBLIC   AGENDA ITEM 10 

DERBYSHIRE POLICE AND CRIME PANEL 

25th June 2020 

Report of the Director of Legal and Democratic Services of Derbyshire County 
Council 

ANNUAL RETURN FOR GRANT FUNDING FOR APRIL 2019 TO MARCH 2020 

1. Purpose of the Report

To consider the position regarding grant funding available to the Police and Crime
Panel from the Home Office for the period of April 2019 to March 2020 and to
inform Members of the grant funding available for the year 2020/2021.

2. Information and Analysis

In establishing Police and Crime Panels, the Home office agreed that funding
would be available to ensure that there is a Police and Crime Panel for the police
area able to carry out its scrutiny functions and responsibilities as set out in the
Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011.  A limited grant is provided on
application to each Local Authority acting as the Host Authority for the provision of
administrative and management support to facilitate the Panel.

The grant available does vary from year to year.  For the financial year 2019-
2020, the funding available is a grant of up to £67,100.   The letter dated 16th
August 2019 confirming the offer of the grant is attached at Appendix 1 and the
grant agreement is attached at Appendix 2.   The grant is paid upon application
and a return detailing costs incurred.  Usually, there is a requirement to report at
the mid-point of the year as well as at the end of the financial year.  However, this
year, the Home Office has agreed that the return need only be provided at the end
of the financial year.  Details of the return for 2019-2020 were provided to the
Home Office in early March and are attached at Appendix 3.

Costs claimed for panel administration include officer time in supporting and
advising the Panel as well as administrative costs in respect of the production and
circulation reports (including printing and postage), the cost of meeting rooms and
training.  For this year costs claimed have included the training session provided
by Frontline Consulting in October 2019 (please note that on the return, this cost
has erroneously been recorded as recruitment – no recruitment costs have been
incurred this year); attendance at the National Conference for Police (fire) and
Crime Panels in November 2019; subscriptions to the regional network and the
national network; and catering for the training event and meetings.

The grant can also cover member expenses and allowances.  However, the Panel
arrangements for the Derbyshire Police and Crime Panel confirm that no
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allowance or expenses payments will be made by the Panel itself to councillor 
members and that any allowances or expenses payment which may be made 
councillor members arising out of Panel Membership shall be determined and 
borne by the appointing council for each Panel member individually.  Derbyshire 
County Council as the host authority reimburses reasonable expenses to 
independent members provided that this is agreed as part of the annual budget 
approved by the Panel.  
 

Details of the grant for the financial year 2020/2021 have now been received and a 
letter dated 29th May confirming a grant of up to £67,100 is attached at Appendix 4.  
A report regarding the formulation of a plan to maximise the use of the available 
funding will be brought for consideration by the Panel to the next meeting. 
 
 
3.  Financial Considerations 
 

As detailed within the report.  
 

4. Legal Considerations  
 

The functions and responsibilities of Police and Crime Panels are set out in the 
Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011 and are to scrutinise the actions 
and decisions of police and crime commissioners, and provide support and 
challenge to the commissioner in the exercise of their functions.   They focus their 
attention on key strategic actions and decisions taken by the commissioner, 
including whether they have achieved the objectives set out in their police and 
crime plan, considered the relevant priorities of their community safety partners 
and consulted appropriately with the public.  
 
The grant is paid in exercise of the power conferred upon the Secretary of State 
for the Home Department under section 31 of the Local Government Act 2003 to 
provide financial support to a local authority in England or Wales.  
 

5. Other Considerations  
 

In preparing this report, the relevance of the following factors has been 
considered: prevention of crime and disorder, equality and diversity, human 
resources, environmental, health and transport considerations. 

 
6. Background Papers 
 

The file currently held by the Director of Legal and Democratic Services.  
 

7. Officer’s Recommendation  
 

That the Police and Crime Panel notes:  
 

7.1  the position regarding grant funding for the year April 2019 to March 2020;  
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7.2 the funding available for the year 2020/2021; and  
7.3   that a  report regarding the formulation of a plan to maximise the use of 

available funding will be brought for consideration by the Panel to the next 
meeting .  

 
 
 
 
 

Simon Hobbs 
Director of Legal & Democratic Services 

Derbyshire County Council  



















































































































APPENDIX 4  

Police Strategy and Reform Unit  

6th Floor Fry Building  

pccpartnersenquiries@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk  

  

  

 
Claire Bell 
County Hall 
Matlock 
DE4 3EG 
claire.bell@derbyshire.gov.uk  

29 May 2020 
  
Dear Claire 
 
DERBYSHIRE POLICE AND CRIME PANEL GRANT – 
FINANCIAL YEAR 2020/21 
 
I am writing to confirm the offer of a grant of up to £67,100 to Derbyshire 
County Council as host authority in respect of the Derbyshire Police and Crime 
Panel (PCP). 
 
Payment of this grant, to the agreed schedule in the attached Grant Agreement, 
is subject to your acceptance of this offer and the standard terms and conditions 
of the Grant Agreement.  
 
To allow public scrutiny of PCP spending, PCP’s must publish, as a minimum 
on their website, details of all their expenditure (or, where that is not possible, 
on the Host Authority’s website). This will include details of all panel 
administration costs and individual panel member claims for expenses and 
allowances.  
 
If you wish to accept this offer of grant funding, please sign and return to the 
above email address, one copy of the Grant Agreement, ensuring that you 
complete the Acceptance of Grant pages. Please be aware that no payments 
will be released until receipt of the signed documentation.  
 
Yours sincerely,   
  

  
  
Lauren Diffey 
Head of PCC Policy, Scrutiny & Accountability 
 

  


